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Abstract The paper deals with the question whether cosmopolitanism is still a rel-
evant concept for conflict resolution and peacebuilding. First, three common criti-
addressed, namely that it is Eurocentric, elitist and

cisms of cosmopolitanism are ¢
hegemonic. The paper concludes that these criticisms tend to focus on a limited
liberal understanding of cosmopolitanism that does not do justice to the diversity of

the concept. A redefinition and renarration of cosmopolitanism from a postcolonial
standpoint is therefore necessary. Such a definition can only be an open minimal
definition that leaves room for appropriation and localisation. This new. global per-
spective on cosmopolitanism is then evaluates inst the background of conflict
resolution in practice. The relevance of the concept becomes apparent when looking

at the presence of elitist cosmopolitanism in the field
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